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 June 14, 2011 

 
  
The Honorable John Boehner 
Speaker of the House  
U.S. House of Representatives  
The Capitol, Room H-232  
Washington, DC 20515-6501 
 
The Honorable Lamar Smith 
Chair, Committee on the Judiciary 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2409 Rayburn House Office Building  
Washington, DC 20515 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
Minority Leader 
U.S. House of Representatives 
The Capitol, Room H-204 
Washington, DC 20515-6537 
 

 
The Philadelphia Intellectual Property Law Association Board of Governors Urge 

Congress to FULLY FUND  
THE PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

 
Dear Speaker Boehner, Minority Leader Pelosi and Chairman Smith: 
 
We write to urge Congress to allow the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (“PTO”) to fund its 
operations from all of the user fees it collects from users of patent and trademark agency activity, 
for both fiscal year 2011 and in future years. 
 
The Philadelphia Intellectual Property Law Association (“PIPLA”) is an organization of 
intellectual property lawyers and law student affiliates, primarily in the Greater Philadelphia 
Area, committed to promoting the development and understanding of Intellectual Property Law. 
Founded in 1923, PIPLA is one of the oldest intellectual property law associations in the country.  
PIPLA is mandated to advocate steadfastly the provision in the U.S. Constitution for the 
promotion of science and the useful arts; to promote the development and administration of the 
patent, trademark and copyright laws; to increase knowledge of intellectual property law; and to 
further high standards of professional ethics and promote professional relationships in the 
intellectual property law field. 
 
We are strongly against the reduction in PTO funding arising from the federal budget enacted 
April 15, 2011.1 In that budget, Congress denied the PTO at least $100 million in user fees that is 
needed for the PTO to continue effective and efficient operations. Additionally, the appropriation 
omitted statutory “buffer” language, such as had been included in previous enactments, that 
would ensure the PTO had access to user fee revenue which exceeded its original projections.  
 
 

                                                 
1 Public Law No: 112-10, previously referred to as H.R. 1473 – “Full-Year Continuing Appropriations Act”, Section 1329.  
Bill Summary & Status 112th Congress (2011 - 2012) H.R.1473, THE LIBRARY OF CONGRESS, http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-
bin/bdquery/z?d112:h.r.1473:  
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